
STAND. COM. REP. NO. -14

H nolulu, HawaiifiJ~4~(dj 2014

RE: S.B. No. 2768
S.D. 2
H.D. 1

Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Seventh State Legislature
Regular Session of 2014
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Education, to which was referred S.B. No.
2768, S.D. 2, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO KINDERGARTEN,

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to improve early childhood
education in Hawaii by:

(1) Requiring school attendance for five-year-old children,
making kindergarten attendance mandatory;

(2) Requiring the Department of Education, in collaboration
with the Executive Office on Early Learning, to develop
a statewide individualized kindergarten readiness
process to collect information and data available
through individualized kindergarten readiness
assessments;

(3) Establishing within the Department of Education an
individualized kindergarten readiness assessment tool;
and

(4) Beginning with the 2015-2016 school year, requiring all
Department of Education and charter-school kindergarten
classes to adopt the individualized kindergarten
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readiness assessment tool; provided that parents may
exempt their children from the system.

The Executive Office on Early Learning, Department of
Education, Hawaii State Teachers Association, Hawaii Educational
Policy Center, Hui for Excellence in Education, Good Beginnings
Alliance, The Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii, Punana Leo 0 Moloka±
Makua, IMUAlliance, Hawaii Association of School Psychologists,
and several concerned individuals supported the bill. Aha Punana
Leo and a few concerned individuals supported the measure with
amendments. The Department of Human Services and Hawaii
Association for the Education of Young Children supported the
intent of the bill. A concerned individual submitted comments.

Your Committee has amended the bill by:

(1) Repealing section 302A—411, Hawaii Revised Statutes,
which provides, among other things, that kindergarten
attendance is not mandatory;

(2) Requiring the Department of Education, in collaboration
with the Executive Office on Early Learning, to develop
a statewide individualized kindergarten readiness
system--instead of process--to collect information and
data available through individualized kindergarten
readiness assessments;

(3) Establishing within the Department of Education an
individualized kindergarten readiness assessment system,
instead of tool;

(4) Appropriating $870,000 for fiscal year 2014-2015 for the
administration, training, technology, and support
necessary for the establishment of the individualized
kindergarten readiness assessment system;

(5) Changing the effective date to July 1, 2014; and

(6) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Education that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No.
2768, S.D. 2, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
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Second Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 2768, S.D.
2, H.D. 1, and be referred to the Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Education,

i~L
ROY M. TAKUMI, Chair
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State of Hawaii ~46~4Z 1051 14
House of Representatives

The Twenty-seventh Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Education

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

czi~ CDZ 3/’Y/,~,t
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: D Pass, unamended (as is) 14~Pass, with amendments (HD) D Hold

~ Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

EDN Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. TAK1J1~1I, Roy~1~4.~(C)
2. OHNO, Takashi (VC)

3. AQU1NO,Heth~j.c. ~ ,_..— H

4. AWANA, Karen
~
5. CHOY,Isaac W. —

6. HANOHANO, Faye P.

~* ICHP?AMA, Linda
8. SAY, Calvin K.Y.

9. ‘I’AICA.I, K. l!vlark

10. MATSUMOTO, Lauren Kealohilani

11. EALE, 1~ièhard:J~ee

TOTAL (11) L~fr

The recommendation is: Adopted L1 Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s) -

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow)— Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


